
As we approach the end of 2009, we are excited about how Jengana is progressing in its work, helping to eradicate 

poverty in a small way in Kenya.  

The main Jengana event of 2009 was the team to Kenya in the 

summer. This yearõs team travelled to Kenya in July to use 

their skills and time to help others less fortunate than them-

selves. There were 23 adults, many of whom are teachers or 

other staff members in Campbell College, Belfast. The rest 

were friends connected to the school with varying profes-

sions. This was a very different team for Jengana as we have 

in the past had teams of mainly teenagers/young adults. It was 

great to see God work among the team and we are thankful 

as always for the teamõs safety and wellbeing while  undertaking this work. The 

team returned home safely after a busy, exhausting yet rewarding 2 weeks with many stories to tell. We learned 

how to appreciate how much we have here at home and how we naturally grumble about tiny problems when those 

experiencing real hardship are praising God.  One recurring point from this trip seemed to be that of how unfair and 

ridiculous it is that in 2009 so many people are living in such unbelievable poverty. We are pleased that by bringing 

adults from Northern Ireland to see this for themselves there will be more awareness and understanding and hope-

fully this will gradually stir people into action to help those in such awful circumstances through no fault of their 

own.  We are so thankful to all those who attended Jengana fundraisers over the past year and to those who gave 

donations to the work. We are delighted to be able to report in this newsletter how your money has been used and 

will continue to be used. We are aware that our work can only be undertaken in Kenya because of our generous 

supporters at home. As you read this newsletter, we hope that you can feel part of our work and appreciate where 

your money goes to when you attend a coffee morning or car wash!  

Our container was sent out from Lurgan through the Methodist Missionary Association and arrived safely (just 

about!) in August after a lot of challenges along the way. Nothing ever happens in a really straight forward way in 

Kenya and we thank God that we as the leadership of Jengana had planned to stay in Kenya for an extra week fol-

lowing the teamõs departure. If this had not been the case, the container would almost certainly not have arrived at 

its destination when it did. There were final details, and politics which Fransuer really needed to deal with so again 

we saw  Godõs hand at work in that we were there at just the right time. We were pleased to be able to help Helen 

Mooreheadõs work in rural Kenya by including several boxes destined for her base in the container. When we finally 

got news that our container had been cleared to leave the port in Kenya to end up in Word of Life we were de-

lighted, although the fun had only just begun! The company at the docks decided to put the container on a lorry with 

sides which meant that when it arrived there was no way to get it off the lorry except to lift it. There was no crane 

so the company then sent a small forklift, which was driven on an hourõs journey, up a main motorway, through the 

city centre, back onto another motorway ééé..continued next  page 

Down the river in kangondi  

A different teamð team 2009 

Long-awaited Container  
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¶ Send donations to 

our work 

¶ Sign up for one of 

our teams 

¶ Choose a particular 

project and give a 

monthly donation  

towards it 

¶ Sponsor a child  

¶ Give to the educa-

tion fund 

FOR MORE INFO é. 

CONTACT   RACHEL OR 

FRANSUER  

OR  

VISIT OUR WEBSITE: 

www.jengana.com 

Email: 

info@jengana.com 
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Children searching 

through rubbish for 

food 

From the street life to hope 

Our continued link with New Life Home and Tumaini 

Feeding on the streets! 
 

One of the first sights you see around the streets of Nairobi is of young children roaming around in 

dirty, ragged clothes, sniffing little bottles of glue. These children are usually found trying to collect 

plastic and other recyclable materials amongst the rubbish to sell for a few coins. They are also 

searching for food. The glue is used as a drug to help the children to try and escape from the misery 

of their daily life. It is also said to remove some of the feeling of hunger. The awful reality that there 

are an estimated 80,000 of these children living on the streets of Nairobi alone becomes even more 

real and sad when darkness falls and you realize that these children are on their own, looking for 

somewhere safe to sleep, shivering with cold and starving when they should be at home, tucked up in 

bed getting a bedtime story like the children here at home. There are also women sleeping on the 
streets with tiny babies. 

The plight of these children is one of the things that affects people on our teams the most - it is emo-

tionally difficult for everyone. We, as Jengana are deeply saddened by these children and make sure 

that a certain amount of your money goes to feeding a small number of them. This yearõs team 

headed into the city centre on several nights armed with loaves of bread and packs of milk. We fed as 

many as we could and tried to give a few words of encouragement, although these words sometimes 

feel meaningless. What can we say? We hope that as funds allow we can soon do more for these 

children. Every year we go home with tears in our eyes realizing that all we can do on that night is to 

trust that our God is in control. 

If you have heard about Jengana before there is no doubt you will have heard us talk about these 

homes. They both take in babies with HIV/AIDS who have been abandoned around the city of 

Nairobi and further afield.  

Our team worked hard, changing, feeding, playing, tidying, encouraging and helping out in whatever 

way we could. The staff are always grateful for any help as they have an extremely busy job caring 

for so many babies and young children. 

After being emotionally drained from seeing children living on the streets, it is so encouraging to see a ministry 

like Nyumba ya Tumaini (Home of Hope) working so hard to help those around them.  Ben and Isaiah, who are 

in charge, take in street children and give them a secure home, food, clothes and rehabilitate them off the glue 

and back into school. Some of these children have never attended school or slept in a bed so it is a very chal-

lenging job. Jengana is now giving regular support to this home as they have been struggling to cope with their 

costs while still doing an excellent job. They currently have around 20 boys who are all either at school or fur-

ther education colleges. This year we were delighted to hear of the continuing success of most of the boys at 

school with one boy even winning a scholarship to one of the best secondary schools and then on to university 

in Kenya due to his excellent grades. This is a huge achievement for any child never mind a former street child. 

Thanks to your support we can help keep this vital project up and running. Jengana 2009 team worked hard this 

year maintaining the property, laying a new paved floor in their outdoor kitchen, fixing their gates, repairing the 

floor in the main house and painting. The leadership were so thankful and the boys enjoyed spending time with 

our team, even fitting in some football! One of the boys is now recording his own music and several members of 

our team supported him by buying his CD. Jengana gave money to the leadership to bring several of the boys to 

camp at Word of Life which is an extra they could never have afforded. This is part of Jenganaõs evangelical arm 

which we delight in, as well as all the practical work  taken on by our teams. 

Memory Verse time  

òSuffer the little children to come unto Me 

such is the Kingdom of Heavenó 

(Contd) through the city centre, back onto another motorway and finally onto the dirt track, bumpy, pot-

hole filled road to Word of Life, all with two passengers! We all doubted the capability of this forklift to lift 

this 3 tonne container up, over the sides of a lorry and back down to safety. Miraculously it was done suc-

cessfully following several attempts! Watching this procedure was not for the faint hearted and certainly 

attracted a lot of attention.  

The container was packed full of donations from all over Northern Ireland, mostly from Ballinamallard. We 

had bikes, food parcels, desks, books, clothes, microscopes, computers, wedding dresses, sewing machines, 

chairs, cement mixers, a generator, shovels, other tools and much more. Some of these things were distrib-

uted immediately but most is currently in storage to be arranged and given out by our team in 2010. (see 

page 4 for details of this team and how you can be involved). 

We want to express a huge thank you to all who contributed items or money to this container. Many peo-

ple have already been blessed by its contents and many more will be soon. It was fantastic for Jengana to be 

able to bring so many items into the country to further our work and we are so thankful as without your 

donations it would not have been possible. 


